
Minutes of the February 26, 2020 meeting of Greater Accokeek Civic Association 

The regular February Membership Meeting of the Greater Accokeek Civic Association was held at the Accokeek 
Volunteer Fire Department Hall on February 26, 2020. Pres. Judy Allen-Leventhal called the meeting to order at 7:30 
and welcomed all those in attendance including guest speakers Stephen Billingsley, Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC) and Gail Dickert, Southern Maryland Fair Skies Coalition. 

She led all those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Dan Donohue, Secretary, presented the minutes of the last regular GACA membership meeting of November 20, 
2019; a motion to approve was made by Marilyn Randall, seconded by Dennis Tozser, and unanimously approved. 

Roger Midgette, Treasurer, gave the Treasurer’s Report, a balance in the GACA checking account of $1,744.81. 

Prince George’s Police Department District VII Community Officer: Cpl. Stephen Rannacher stated that there had 
been some thefts in the area. Weis Grocery Store had a case of employee theft; diesel fuel was stolen from a 
construction site; thefts of unlocked vehicles occurred, in particular handicapped driver cards were stolen; and an 
employee of a repair shop on Livingston Road was caught stealing. Traffic enforcement on MD Hwy 210 resulted in 
945 stops for the period January 1 through February 23; 867 of those were moving citations. The speed cameras on 
Indian Head Highway recorded 3,922 infractions over the same period. Cpl. Rannacher also reported that there are 
squatters behind the Accokeek Branch Library. The Prince George’s County Dept. of Permits, Inspections & 
Enforcement (DPI&E) is addressing trash and vacant/problem houses in the area. 

Guest Speakers: 

Stephen Billinglsey, WSSC spoke about upgrades to the Broad Creek station, 6 new pumps installed and should 
alleviate flooding in that area. Construction has started on the Swann Creek pumping station. There are sewer 
rehabilitation projects slated at Broad Creek, Bock Road and Oxon Run. He also discussed the Bio-Energy 
construction project at WSSC property next to the Piscataway Wastewater Plant. He stated that tree removal was 
based on a drip line determination which determines how many trees will be replanted; he will check with landscape 
contractor regards replacing foliage. He also discussed demolition on site to accommodate construction of the new 
facility. He addressed issue of construction traffic in and out of the construction site on Farmington Road. He was 
asked about sewage overflow and said that WSSC was building new ponds, a new pipe that will go to the Potomac 
River, and enhanced storm water management. All the basins in the area will be worked on and demolition will be 
completed by summer 2020 when construction will begin. All metal from demolition will be recycled. The 50-year-old 
electrical system is being replaced and upgraded. There was a question about “overflow” of waste and his reply was 
that they are working on the maintenance and replacing existing equipment with new bio-energy system. He stated 
that construction will continue until 2024. Another audience question addressed the increase in waste from National 
Harbor and MGM Casino to the Piscataway plant. Mr. Billinglsey said he would have to research that; he was also 
asked a question about a sign posted that it is not safe to kayak in Piscataway Bay. He was also asked about the 
ponds being built, their retaining and storage capacity, and projections for future pond construction. He said there 
should not be an issue with odor after construction is complete. He was asked about when the ponds overflow into 
Piscataway Bay doesn’t the WSSC have a way to mitigate the damage & he replied that new ponds should handle 
overflow. He was asked for a tour of the plant and was agreeable; GACA will work on arranging a tour. Mr. Billingsley 
indicated he would be following up through the GACA Board on the various questions that were posed. He also 
provided his contact information for those wishing to do so and can be reached at 
Stephen.billingsley@wsscwater.com and by cell 240.444.5803. 

Gail Dickert, representative of Southern Maryland Fair Skies Coalition, spoke on increased air pollution and jet engine 
noise caused by Reagan National Airport airplane activity in our area; 72,000 airplanes fly over Accokeek every year. 
She stated that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is not following the rules regarding the number of flights to 
Reagan-National Airport, resulting in impacts on neighbors, flight paths, airplane noise and adverse impact on 
property values. Perception has been that the FAA views Southern Maryland as less important than other areas in 
the National Capitol Region (NCR). Suggestions have been made to scatter the flight paths and to fly at higher 
altitudes as is done in other areas in the NCR. She described various ways the public can report flight activity over 
the community. She suggested that we call our Congressman and said there is a DCA working group. She also 
stated that this is social inequity for this area and when a new concourse is completed in 2012 with 14 new gates, the 
volume of air traffic will increase even more. She was asked about volume of military and business (private) flights 
and had no information. She was asked about air pollution impact on flight plans; more information about that is 



available on the Southern Maryland Fair Skies Coalition website at www.somdfairskies.com. She was also asked 
about plans to increase the length of the runway at Maryland Airport in Bryans Road; citizens were advised to follow 
Charles County planning processes for that information. 

President’s Report: Pres. Allen-Leventhal recognized Elizabeth Chambers, Aide to Delegate Veronica Turner and 
also representing Senator Obie Patterson, District 26. Ms. Chambers provided their contact information: The Fort 
Washington office is #301.747.4771 and is located at 10905 Fort Washington Rd., Fort Washington, MD 20744 and 
the Annapolis office phone number is 301.858.3092. President Allen-Leventhal thanked the owner of B & J’s Carryout 
for contributing and providing electricity for the Holiday tree, which was decorated by GACA volunteers in front of his 
business. She thanked all those who assisted in decorating and removing the tree. She reminded everyone that the 
annual GACA membership renewals were sent and are due in April for the annual membership meeting, Wednesday, 
April 29th, 7:30 p.m. at Accokeek VFD Hall. President Allen-Leventhal reported that the Accokeek Design Review 
Development Committee (ADRDC) had been notified of a plan for a development of eleven single family houses 
behind Tree View Estates, a development that is at the end of an access road running parallel to Route 210 north. A 
hearing is scheduled for March 12th at the County Administrative Building. Recently reported inadequate police 
response times is of concern as is overcrowding of local schools that may be exacerbated by new construction. Pres. 
Allen-Leventhal also reported on recent Royal Farms Zoning Hearing Examiner hearings on the right-of-way and 
special exception for the project proposed at the corner of Livingston Road and Indian Head Highway. The next 
hearings are scheduled for February 27th and March 5th. Cliff Woods, ADRCD Chair, commented on the process. 
President Allen-Leventhal spoke about status of the proposed Mattowoman Energy plant; Clean Air Prince George’s 
and other concerned citizens continue efforts to stop this fifth power plant proposed to be built in the Brandywine 
area. 

Mr. Andy Holloway announced that the South County Community Roundtable meets the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Southern Regional Technology and Recreation Complex, 7007 Bock Road, Fort Washington, MD 
20744, 10 a.m. to 12 noon. The meetings include reports from the Police Commanders of District IV and District VII 
Police Stations. He invited all to attend; they are informative about County events, particularly in our area. 

Old Business: Holly Wagner spoke about the concept of using the old Accokeek Elementary School’s 8-acre parcel 
for a community center; she reported that plans are in progress to demolish the building, but she believes the site has 
potential for reuse as a community or senior center. She would like to conduct a survey of the community for 
proposals for the site. She asked for volunteers to assist planning for a community or senior center. 

New Business: Dan Donohue reported on attending a meeting of the Prince George’s County Agricultural Resources 
Advisory Committee where Chad Williams (chad.williams@ppd.mncppc.org) a representative of the Maryland 
National Capitol Park and Planning Commission briefed on the new Zoning changes; there will be a public hearing on 
March 23, 7:00 p.m. at the Prince George’s County Community College, Largo campus; the deadline for written 
comments is April 7 (NO e-mail); more information at www.zoningpgc.pgplanning.com. He also reported on a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated November 25, 2019 between MGM Casino and Maryland State Highway 
Administration reference funding that MGM Casino will provide for MD Highway 210 improvements. 

Announcements: The new Southern Area Aquatic Center on Missouri Avenue in Brandywine will open on Saturday, 
February 29th and will be named after Delegate Jim Proctor. A Dog Park will open in 2021 on Riverview Rd, Silesia. 
Metro bus service may be cut to this part of the county. 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded, and unanimously approved at 9:25p.m. 

Submitted by Dan Donohue, Sec/GACA, 031220 

 


